
Definition of Obscenity 
Sec. 53a-193. Definitions. The following definitions are applicable to this section and 
sections 53a-194 to 53a-210, inclusive: 

(1) Any material or performance is "obscene" if, (A) taken as a whole, it predominantly 
appeals to the prurient interest, (B) it depicts or describes in a patently offensive way a 
prohibited sexual act, and (C) taken as a whole, it lacks serious literary, artistic, 
educational, political or scientific value. Predominant appeal shall be judged with 
reference to ordinary adults unless it appears from the character of the material or 
performance or the circumstances of its dissemination to be designed for some other 
specially susceptible audience. Whether a material or performance is obscene shall be 
judged by ordinary adults applying contemporary community standards. In applying 
contemporary community standards, the state of Connecticut is deemed to be the 
community. (2) Material or a performance is "obscene as to minors" if it depicts a 
prohibited sexual act and, taken as a whole, it is harmful to minors. For purposes of this 
subsection: (A) "Minor" means any person less than seventeen years old as used in 
section 53a-196 and less than sixteen years old as used in sections 53a-196a, 53a-196b 
and 53a-196c and (B) "harmful to minors" means that quality of any description or 
representation, in whatever form, of a prohibited sexual act, when (i) it predominantly 
appeals to the prurient, shameful or morbid interest of minors, (ii) it is patently offensive 
to prevailing standards in the adult community as a whole with respect to what is 
suitable material for minors, and (iii) taken as a whole, it lacks serious literary, artistic, 
educational, political or scientific value for minors. 

Sec. 53a-194. Obscenity: Class B misdemeanor. 

(a) A person is guilty of obscenity when, knowing its content and character, he 
promotes, or possesses with intent to promote, any obscene material or performance. 
(b) Obscenity is a class B misdemeanor. 
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